Journals from the Lewis and Clark Expedition
June 04, 1804

John Ordway

a fair day 3 hunters went out. our mast broke by my Stearing the Boat near the Shore the Rope or Stay to her mast got fast in a limb of a Secamore tree & it broke verry Easy. passed a Creek on the South Side about 15 yds wide which we name nightingale Creek, this Bird Sung all last night & is the first we heard below on the River ... Rising land, Delightfull Timber of oak ash, Black walnut hickery &c. ... our hunters killed 8 Deers it was Jerked this evening &C.

September 25, 1804
As Soon as I landed 3 of their young men took the Cable of the Perogue (a canoe made from a hollowed out tree trunk) and the 2d Chief was exceedingly insolent both in words and gestures to me declareing I Should no go off, Saying he had not recived presents Suffient from us—    〈his>I Drew my Sword 〈and ordered all hands under arms〉    at this motion Capt Louis ordered all in the boat under arms, the fiew men that was with me haveing previously taken up their guns with a full deturmination to defend me if possible—    The grand Chief then took hold of the Cable & Sent all the young men off, the Soldier got out of the perogue and the 2nd Chief walked off to the Party at about 20 yards back, all of which had their bows Strung & guns Cocked—   I proceeded to the perogue and pushed off.
 September 26, 1804

Clark


       Set out early and proceeded on—    the river lined with indians, came too & anchored  [1] by the particular request of the Chiefs to let their Womin & Boys See the Boat, and Suffer them to Show us some friendshipCapt Lewis & 5 men went on Shore with the Chiefs, who appeared to wish to become friendly    they requested us to remain one night & see them dance &c.—    in the evening I walked on Shore, and Saw Several Mahar Womin & Boys in a lodge & was told they were Prisones laterly taken in a battle in which they killed a number & took 48 prisoners—    I advised the Chiefs to make peace with that nation and give up the Prisoners, if they intended to follow the words of their great father (Thomas Jefferson)    they promised that they would do 
       
November 4 1804

  4th of Novr.    a french man by Name Chabonah,  [1] who Speaks the Big Belley language visit us, he wished to hire & informed us his 2 Squars were Snake Indians,  [2] we engau him to go on with us and take one of his wives to interpet the Snake language    The Indians Horses & Dogs live in the Same Lodge with themselves

 (This is when Sacagawea joined)
December 6 1804
Clark

(At Fort Mandan for the winter months)


       The wind blew violently hard from the N, N W. with Some Snow    the air Keen and Cold. The Thermometer at 8 oClock A, M, Stood at 10 dgs. above 0—    at 9 oClock a man & his Squar Came down with Some meat for the inturpeter    his dress was a par mockersons of Buffalow Skin 〈a〉 Pr. Legins of Goat Skin & a Buffalow robe, 14 ring of Brass on his fingers, this metel [NB: ornaments] the Mandans ar verry fond off—    Cold after noon    river rise 1½ Inch to day

February 11 1805

“This evening Sacagawea was delivered of a fine boy [Jean Baptiste, nicknamed Pomp]. Mr. Jessaume informed me that a small portion of the rattle of a rattlesnake had never failed to hasten a birth. Having such a rattle, I gave it to him. Whether this medicine was the cause or not, she had not taken it ten minutes before the baby was born.” 
May 19, 1805

John Ordway

 a heavy diew fell last night. one of the party caught a beaver. we set off about 7 oC. Clear and pleasant. we proceeded on. about 10 oC. A. M. we killed a young brown bear, .. passed pitch pine hills on each Side of the River and timbred bottoms. Semon Capt Lewiss dog got bit by a beaver. one of the hunters on Shore killed a Deer. about one oC. we alted to dine ... Capt Clark killed three deer. about 2 we proceeded on passed a willow Island ... passed high pitch pine & ceeder hills ... passed bottoms on each Side covered with c. w. timber. we Came about 18 miles this day & Camped on a timbred bottom ... Capt Lewis killed an Elk. Some other of the hunters killed 3 deer & 3 beaver to day.

May 30, 1805

William Clark 

... one man assended the high countrey and it was raining & snowing on those hills, the day has proved to be raw and cold.

June 13 and 14 1805

“I saw spray rise above the plain like a column of smoke. My ears were saluted with the sound of a roaring too tremendous to be mistaken for any cause short of the Great Falls of the Missouri.”
Setpember 2 1805
William Clark
a Cloudy Mornin, raind Some last night    We set out early and proceeded on up Creek, Crossed a large fork from the right and one from the left; and left the roade on which we were pursuing and which leads over to the Missouri; and proceeded up a West fork without a roade proceded on thro' thickets (  )  in which we were obliged to Cut a road, over rockey hill Sides where our horss were in pitial  [1] danger of Slipping to Ther certain distruction & up & Down Steep hills, where Several horses fell, 
September 26, 1805 

Whitehouse
We formed our Camp in a narrow plain, on the bank of the Main fork, and made a Pen of Pine bushes round the Officers lodge, to put the baggage in.    The Natives still continued to follow us, with droves of horses.    Some of the natives also came down the North fork in river, who had been up some distance a fishing; and had with them a small Canoe with their Baggage, Salmon &ca.    they run fast with their craft on a shoal place, in the middle of the River opposite to our encampment.    They came to the Shore in Order to see us, some of the Indians also came down with a Canoe from the place where we had encamped last night; they brought with them some Salmon, Root bread &ca.    Several of the Men were unwell with 〈laxes〉 the dysentry, occasioned by a sudden change of diet, & water, change of Climate &ca.

November 15 1805

Ordway
       Friday 15th Nov. 1805.    a wet morning.    about 10 oClock A. M cleared off    the after part of the day calm and pleasant    we loaded up the canoes and at low tide we Set out and went down about 5 miles    passed an old Indian village a little below the clifts    passd. Several Small creeks.    the country below the clifts is lower and covred with Small timber.    we Camped  [8] in a verry large bay on a Sand beach on L. Side.    one of the men  [9] who went down the River first joined us. Several Indians with him.    he informed us that the Savages at the village Stole two of their guns when they were asleep last night, but when Capt. Lewis went to the village they Scared them So that they gave them up again.    we took plank from the old village to make us Camps &C.
October 22, 1805

William Clark 

     Took our Baggage & formed a Camp below the rapids in a cove the distance 1200 yards haveing passed at the upper end of the portage 17 Lodges of Indians,  [5] below the rapids & above the Camp 5 large Loges of Indians, great numbers of baskets of Pounded fish on the rocks Islands & near their Lodges    thos are neetly pounded & put in verry new baskets of about 90 or 100 pounds wight.    hire Indians to take our heavy articles across the portage    purchased a Dog for Supper Great numbers of Indians view us, we with much dificuely purchd. as much wood as Cooked our dogs 〈& fish〉 this evening, our men all in helth—    The Indians have their grave yards on an Island in the rapids. The Great Chief of those Indians 〈are〉 is out hunting.    no Indians reside on the Lard Side for fear of the snake Indians with whome they are at war and who reside on the large fork on the lard. a little above
October 25 2805 
Gass 
We found there were bad rapids in the narrows and therefore carried over part of our baggage by land, about three quarters of a mile; and then took the canoes over, one at a time. In going over one of them filled with water, on account of which we were detained three hours. The rapids continued 3 or 4 miles, when the river became more placid. At night we came to a place where there is a considerable quantity of timber on the hills; both oak and pine, and encamped at the mouth of a creek on the south side. The natives about here are, or pretend to be, very uneasy, and say the Indians below will kill us. We purchased from them a quantity of dried pounded fish, which they had prepared in that way for sale. They have six scaffolds of a great size for the purpose of drying their fish on.
July 03, 1805

Meriwether Lewis 

the Indians have informed us that we should shortly leave the buffaloe country after passing the falls; this I much regret for I know when we leave the buffaloe that we shal[l] sometimes be under the necessity of fasting occasionally. and at all events the white puddings will be irretrievably lost and Sharbono out of imployment...The current of the river looks so gentle and inviting that the men all seem anxious to be moving upwards as well as ourselves.

January 16, 1806
Meriwether Lewis 

we have plenty of Elk beef for the present and a little salt, our houses dry and comfortable, and having made up our minds to remain until the 1st of April, every one appears content with his situation and his fare. it is true that we could even travel now on our return as far as the timbered country reaches, or to the falls of the river; but further it would be madness for us to attempt to proceede untill April, as the indians inform us that the snows lye knee deep in the plains of Columbia during the winter, and in these plains we could scarcely get as much fuel of any kind as would cook our provision as we descended the river; and even were we happyly over these plains and again in the woody country at the foot of the Rocky Mountains we could not possibly pass that immence barrier of mountains on which the snows ly in winter to the debth in many places of 20 feet; in short the Indians inform us that they are impracticable untill about the 1st of June, at which time even there is an abundance of snow but a scanty subsistence may be obtained for the horses.

December  29, 1905 
William Clark 
       I can plainly discover that a considerable exchange of property is Continually Carried on between the Tribes and villages of those people    they all dress litely    ware nothing 〈on the〉 below the waste, a pice of fur abt. around the body, and a Short robe which Composes the total of their dress, except a few Split hats, and beeds around their necks wrists and anckles, and a few in their ears. They are small and 〈homely〉 not handsom generally Speaking women perticularly.
March 20, 1806

Patrick Gass 

The whole of this day was wet and disagreeable. We intended to have set out to day on our return, but the weather was too bad. I made a calculation of the number of elk and deer killed by the party from the 1st of Dec. 1805 to the 20th March 1806, which gave 131 elk and 20 deer. There were a few smaller quadrupeds (4 legged animals) killed such as otter and beaver; and one racoon. The meat of some of the elk was not brought to the fort.

