8th Grade Social Studies Syllabus
Teacher: Ms. Meller-Angus
twitter: kmeller     website: www.missmeller.com 
Email: kmeller@cca.k12.ia.us

Welcome to Ms.Meller-Angus’ social studies class.   The purpose of this course is to teach you about the history and culture of the United States spanning from the first settlers of the country to the Civil War period.  In addition, give you a basic understanding about the United States’ government and constitution.  Below is a list of the content and major objectives of the class.  For more information on each unit please go to my website.  
Content & Essential Questions:

Getting Started: 

· What makes up social studies? What are good sources of information to use when analyzing history?  
· Who lived in the Americas before the Europeans arrived? 
· Major project:  Group presentation over assigned Native American tribe.
Exploration & Colonization:

· How and why did Africa and Asia play a role in Europeans settling the Americas? How was Europe ‘s changing society help jumpstart the United States society?
· Who “discovered” America? Why did people come to settle in the Americas? What problems did the first settlers encounter?

· Major Project: Webquest Jamestown
13 English Colonies 

· What was life like in the colonies?  What conflicts arose living in the New World?  Why and how were slaves brought to the United States?

· Movie:  Roots episode 1 
The Road to Revolution:

· Why were the colonists upset with England? How did they protest their resentment towards England?

· Major Project: Online video game 

· Movie:  Snippets from the John Adams HBO series 
American Revolutionary War:
· What are the long-term factors that lead to the war? What ignited the country in war?   What key battles allowed the United States to win? 
· Movie: End battle scene of the Patriot
The Foundation of the US Government:

· What rights are you guaranteed from the constitution as an American Citizen?  What are the branches of our government and how do they work?

· What were some major issues with passing the constitution and what compromises were reached?  

· Major Project: Video game about the Constitution
The First Years of the United States

· What are some problems did Washington encounter at the start of his presidency?

· What are you civic duties as an American?
· Movie: French Revolution by the History Channel
The Industrial Age & the Age of Jackson:

· What is the stock market and how does it work?

· What are some causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution?

· Why was the Indian Removal Act unconstitutional?  Was Andrew Jackson a good or bad president?

· Major Project: Stock Market & Letter to Jackson
Causes of Civil War

· What caused the Civil War?

· What was life like as a slave?
· Major Project: Online Video Game on Slavery
Civil War 
· What are the long-term factors that lead to the war?  What was the final straw that broke the camel’s back? Major Activity: Civil War Reenactment
· Movie: Glory
Reconstruction

· Did slaves truly gain their freedom after the war?   What conflicts arose when reconstructing the union? Was the North and South successfully reunited? 
Rules & Expectations for this class:

· Students needs to show up with an I can attitude.   
· Students will show up on time and be prepared with materials needed for the class

· Be respectful and courteous to everyone and everything in the room.  This is an open environment where everyone should feel free to share his or her thoughts and ideas.  This means using appropriate language and not putting others down. 

· Assignments will be announced in class, written on the board, and on my webpage.  If you miss a day please go to my class website to download the material.   There will also be file folders with materials from the past unit in the back of the classroom.   

·  Anything on my desk or behind my desk is mine.  Please don’t help yourself to it.  The front bookshelf and a white plastic container on wheels have supplies (stapler, pencil sharpener, markers, etc.  .  .) for you to use.   

· In this class you will constantly be working in teams.  However, if you don’t pull your weight don’t expect the same grade.  You will a project grade and an individual group contribution grade.  
· Plagiarism is coping someone else’s work/test/assignment.  If a student plagiaries, parents will be notified and if it is the student’s first offense he/she will be allowed to redo the assessment for partial credit.  

· If you would like to check out a book from my library, please fill out an electronic form on my Ipad.  
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A: Advance Proficiency

Out of 10: 9-10 Out of 5: 4.5 or higher Out of 2: 2

I really understand the material and should be doing extension work
or helping others.

B: Above Proficiency

Out of 10: 8- 8.5 Out of 5:4.25 Out of 2: 1.75

I am very close to mastering the material and might need some to
complete some additional practice.

C: Proficient

Out of 10: 7-7.5 Out of 5:3.5 Outof2: 1.5

I need to be completing homework and maybe additional
assignments. I should also be completing the review guide and going
to the additional links on www.missmeller.com for more practice.

D or F: Below Proficient

Out of 10: 6.5 or lower Out of 5: 3 or lower Out of 2: 1.25 or lower
I need to be meeting with Ms. Meller and discuss class material. I
also need to be completing the review guides and doing retakes.




I will be posting a question or a statement on my twitter feed for students to respond to and debate about at the start of each week.   I plan to do this as a way to continue learning outside of the classroom and it will not be a mandatory part of class.   Please feel free to hash tag at #MellerHistoryClass.

Materials for Class
1 Inch Binder
Pencil/ Pen 
Text Book
Planner


Please sign after you have read the syllabus and understand the rules and expectations.  
Please note a few of the movies listed above are rated R.  If you do not feel comfortable watching the movies, please let me know as soon as possible so an alternative project/assignment can be arranged. 
Student Signature: __________________________________________________________________________

Guardian(s) Signature: ______________________________________________________________________

Additional comments from student or guardian(s):   
Grades





This course is based solely on assessments, which are tests, short writing assignments, and projects.  Homework does not count as part of the final grade but it will be entered into the grade book.  Students will have the option to retest on assessments if they are not happy with their achievement level.  However, before students are allowed to retest they must complete the review guide and any past homework that goes with the section of the assessment they are not happy with.  


Students can also show me what they know by completing a project instead of taking a test.  Students need to submit a proposal before they start the project and adhere to the requirements.  In addition, there will be deadlines for presentation of projects.  Deadlines will be announced in class and can be found on my bulletin board in my room along with projects requirements.





If there are any problems or complaints that you or your parents would like to address, please contact me as soon as possible.  A meeting can be arranged with the parties involved, if necessary.  If a satisfactory resolution cannot be reached, we will consult the Principal, Mr. Fox or Mr. Bandy. 








